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Dear Friends of St. Paul, 
 
     Another season of Lent has begun.  I have grown to like Lent.  The season challenges us to slow 
down and focus on our faith, to pause and ponder. 
 
     I would like to share with you some reflections on Lent by Henry Nouwen from CALLED TO 
LIFE—CALLED TO LOVE: 
 
“Lent is the most important time of year to nurture our inner life. It is the time during which we not 
only prepare ourselves to celebrate the mystery of the death and resurrection of Jesus, but also the 
death and resurrection that constantly takes place within us.  Life is a continuing process of the 
death of the old and familiar, and being reborn again into a new hope, a new trust, and a new love.  
The death and resurrection of Jesus therefore is not just an historical event that took place a long 
time ago, but an inner event that takes place in our own heart when we are willing to be attentive to 
it.  True repentance is an interior attitude in which we are willing to let go of everything that  
prevents us from growing into spiritual maturity, and there is hardly a moment in our lives in which 
we are not invited to detach ourselves from certain ways of thinking, ways of speaking, ways of 
acting, that for a long time gave us energy, but that always again need to be renewed and  
recreated.” 
 
     My friends in Christ, don’t let Lent slip you by.  Come to the Wednesday evening worship     
services.  Commit to growing in your love for Christ through daily devotions.  Plan to pause each 
day to read a chapter of one the books of the Bible.  Sit in silence.  Give your cares to God.  As a 
means of daily reminding yourself of Christ’s sacrifice for you, consider GIVING UP something, 
like certain pleasures, or ADD something, like weekly calling or visiting someone, to remind   
yourself of the deed of love Christ took upon Himself for us. 
 
     Henry Nouwen continues:  “Lent offers a beautiful opportunity to discover the mystery of Christ 
within us.  It is a gentle but also demanding time.  It is a time of solitude, but also community.  It is 
a time of listening to the voice within, but also a time of paying attention to other people’s needs.  It 
is a time to continuously make the passage to new inner life, as well as to life with those around 
us.” 
 
May God bless and guide your Lenten journey, 
Pastor Brian 
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St Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church Minutes 
Council Meeting Minutes 

January 7, 2010 
 
 

President Gary Aschenbrenner called the meeting to order at 7:15 p.m.  
 
AGENDA:  Approved as is. 

PRESENT:  Gary Aschenbrenner, Jim Newberg, Wendy Reed, Linda Wallander, Cindy Wildenberg, and Pastor Brian Staude.  
Due to the lack of a quorum being present for the transaction of business, discussion was held but no action was taken on any of 
the agenda items.  Council members need to be more mindful about calling Pastor Brian if they are not planning on attending 
scheduled council meetings.  If Pastor Brian is made aware beforehand that a quorum will not be present, the meeting could be 
canceled and rescheduled for a later date.  A procedure needs to be put in place. 

ABSENT:  Jayne Gengler-Lasecke, Kay Mosher, Gary Retzak, Mike Siewert, Matt Swadner, Sue Vocke and Gina Wolff . 

DEVOTION/PRAYER:  Given by Pastor Brian. 

MISSION IN MOTION REPORT:  Feasibility Committee Member Tom Reed was present.  Final drawings and specs should be 
complete by the end of next week, but Tom will review before they are released to bidders. So far, of the nine general contractors 
that have been selected three are from Manitowoc including Hamann, ACE Building Service and Joseph Schmitt & Sons         
Construction.  Bids will be due on or about February 9.  There was discussion regarding change orders and asbestos removal.  The 
plan is to hold a special congregational meeting on March 7 or on March 14.      

CORRESPONDENCE:  Nothing to report. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT:  Treasurer Wildenberg reviewed the account/fund balances as of December, 2009.  He was happy to 
report that the line-of-credit loan balance has been completely satisfied due to proceeds from last summer’s rummage sale and the 
increased offerings and gifts during the months of November and December. 
  
SECRETARY’S REPORT:   No action taken on minutes from December 3, 2009.  
 
PASTOR’S REPORT:  Visited all of the church’s shut-in before Christmas.  Attended a continuing education event (Excelling as  
Manager Seminar) on December 11;  made two possible new member contacts; nursing home services on January 6; attended 
Manitowoc cluster meeting along with Mike Siewert and Kate Mealy on January 5 at Calvary Lutheran. 
  

OLD BUSINESS:  
Time and Talent Sheets 
President Gary emphasized the importance of reviewing the time and talent sheets.  Committees need to be responsible for       
utilizing help from people who are willing to volunteer their services.   
Accident Report Form Review 
Forms are now available in the church office. 
 

NEW BUSINESS:  
Congregational Meeting  
Scheduled for Sunday, January 24, 2010 following the worship service.   
Review of Calendar of Events for 2010 
All events should be recorded on master calendar to avoid conflicts in scheduling. 
Snow Removal  
Removal of snow from sidewalks is a problem due to the fact that Seiler’s bobcat (skid steer) cannot completely clear it.  In      
addition to the city complaining about this, we pay an extra charge to Seiler for loading the skid steer.  Seiler’s have indicated they 
would be happier if they did not have to be responsible for removal of snow from the sidewalk.  A member’s relative does       
sidewalk snow removal and has been contacted to do the church’s walkways a couple of times.  He does a very good job          
Discussion followed.  Consensus was to have Seiler do the plowing, sanding and salting of the parking lots and driveways and to 
use a second contractor for the walkways.  The Building and Grounds Committee will need to make a recommendation. 

 
continued on page 3               
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NEW BUSINESS (continued):  
Custodian’s Resignation 
Gary Aschenbrenner announced his plans to resign from his position as church custodian due to the anticipated two 
years that it will take for him to recover from his shoulder surgery and asked for the council to accept his          
resignation.  He indicated he will do all he can to get his replacement up-to-speed and will help with ordering of 
custodial supplies, as well.  Gary will notify the Personnel Committee so that the application process can begin. 
Discussion followed in regard to monetary compensation for Matt Swadner and Don Vogt who have been         
assuming Gary’s custodial responsibilities since his surgery. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS : 
Personnel 
No report.   
Finance 
Tom Reed reported that the new computerized giving records system is operational.  Finance Secretary, Janet 
Vogt, prepared the fourth quarter giving reports with the new system.  The program is web-based so all informa-
tion is stored on a remote secured server.  In the future, the system will be used for fund accounting, payroll, and 
for other means of communication. 
Stewardship 
No report. 
Worship and Evangelism  
· People are urged to help take down the Christmas decorations and tree on Saturday, January 9 beginning at 
8:30 a.m. 
· The committee reviewed church services for the month of January. 
· Members are urged to visit the church’s shut-ins and when doing so should record date and provide comments 
in the visitor book. 
Committee is looking at sending letter to non-participating church members. 
Youth and Education 
Sunday school resumes on January 10.  Christmas program went very well. 
Building  and Grounds 
Gary Aschenbrenner will inform Matt Swadner about the issue of snow removal that was discussed earlier in the 
meeting. 
Life  and Growth 
No report.  
WOW 
· Coffee will be available in the narthex for the annual meeting on January 24. 
· Will host coffees with cookies or bars on fifth Sundays starting January 31 and then again on the fifth Sundays 
of May, August and October. 
· American Legion is reserved for fish fry fund raising event on Friday, April 9 from 5-9 p.m. 
· WOW proposes new look in narthex by installing bulletin board on the windows behind the camera.          
Consensus of Council to table until after church remodeling project is complete. 
· Soup supper surveys were favorable to continue.  A sign-up sheet has been posted in the narthex.  WOW has 
signed up for the first one on February 17. 

  
MISCELLANEOUS: 
Thrivent’s program for matching funds is limited.  Last year we received reimbursement for only two events—
rummage sale and a brat fry.  President Gary will check with Lonnie and Lynn Erdmann in regard to this year’s 
protocol. 
 
CALENDER OF EVENTS:   
Congregational Meeting:  January 24 following worship service 
Ash Wednesday/beginning of Lent:  February 17 
 
ADJOURNMENT  
Meeting adjourned at 8:54 p.m. and was closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
Respectfully submitted by Wendy Reed 
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Habitat Spring Chili Warm-up and Bake Sale 

Saturday, March 20, 2010 
11:00 AM to 1:30 PM 

First Lutheran Church - Manitowoc  
 
 
 
 

 
Baked Goods are needed – Pies, Cakes, Bars, Breads, 
etc., (no cream desserts, please).  Part of the donations 
will be used as desserts.  Extras will be sold in the   
Fireside Room.  The buyer will set their own price. 

 

We are hopeful that you can supply us with 20 or more 
items to be used at our fundraiser. This is strictly a    
donation.  This is greatly appreciated.  Seek a variety!  
Please contact the Habitat office at 683-8466 to let Jean 
know if your church can provide Baked Goods. 
 

Baked Goods can best be handled in one of two ways:   
 

Designated one person as a solicitor or coordinator:   
 

You can collect the Baked Goods at your church and 
then deliver all of them to First Lutheran Church on 
Friday, March 19 between noon and 3:00 p.m. or 
Saturday, March 20 after 9:00 a.m.  This will allow 
us time to cut those items to be used as desserts for 
the lunch.   

 

OR  
 

2.  Ask each donor to deliver their baked item directly 
to the church at the   designated hours listed above. 

 

If possible, it would be appreciated if a list of Baked 
Goods donors could be supplied, including name,     
address and city; so that each donor could be thanked.  
These could be left at the table for ticket sales or mailed 
to the Habitat Office at PO Box 631, Manitowoc, WI  
54221-0631. 
 

Thanks for your Support!! 
 
Please see the bulletin board in the narthex for the flyer 
on the Habitat for Humanity event and the rest of the 
details on the “Chili Warm-up and Bake Sale.” 
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The Surprising Songs of Psalms: A Reader on How to talk to God 
When: Monday Evenings, March 22, 29; April 5, 12, 19, 26 (6:15 p.m. to        
7:45 p.m.) 
Where: St. Paul’s Church (lower level) 
Whom: You and Rev. Bruce Hanstedt leading 
 
While the psalm writer’s never questioned the existence of God, they openly  
complained that God was asleep, or distracted, or inept!  And they expressed an 
even worse fear: that God simply doesn’t care!   
 
Today, how do we think of God–or even speak to God–in relationship to       
earthquakes in Haiti, or hurricanes in the gulf, or tsunamis?  And when it’s       
personal and our life’s story is void of happy endings, how do we think of God, or 
speak to God? 
 
Likely, the “crazy talk” of the psalms will enable us to explore how to talk to the 
“God who really is” in relationship to our “life as it really is.” 
 
I’m hoping you can attend this somewhat informal, humorous, enlightening     
biblical study.  I guarantee it will be informal, but without your presence the 
‘humorous, enlightening’ part is in jeopardy!   Please join us. 

I will never be able to Thank my church family enough for all the prayers,       
support, visits, cards, phone calls, food, plants and well wishes I received from 
this family.  I pray that all of you  experience the love I have felt from this 
"home" and family as you join me worshipping at St. Paul's .  Please know that 
prayers work.  I am recovering well and plan to be back at my duties (somewhat 
limited) sometime in March.  God Bless each and every one of you for being 
there for me.   
Mari Roedig 

 
If you have ever thought of joining the St Paul adult choir, now would be a 
great time as we are practicing for Easter and the remainder of the choir    
season.  Rehearsals are immediately following the Wednesday Lenten       
Services.  No need for an audition, just come to the rehearsal.   
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WOMEN’S CIRCLE MEETINGS  
 
Tuesday, Mar. 16 -  9:30 a.m.  Faith Circle  Come join any one of our Circle meetings.  You do  
Hostess - Cathy Groelle    not need a lesson book to come, we have extras.  Just 
Leader - Cathy Groelle    bring your Bible and your interest in learning more  
       about it to the meetings. 
               
Thursday, Mar. 18 -  Courage Circle   Our lesson will be titled, “The Renewing of our Minds?”  
Hostess - Jan Radandt     Paul calls us to live differently because we now owe our 
Leader - Marion Olson    allegiance to the Lord.  
               
       Come join one of our groups and find out how  
       interesting and lively these discussions are.   
 
                Will YOU come and join us?  

                                           HEY!  NEED MONEY FOR COLLEGE? 
 
Well, it is that time again  -  Time to make out an application for the St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran 
Church Scholarships. 
 
While applications are not due until April 1, 2010, it is not too early to start putting the application   
information together.  Applications can be obtained from the church office and need to be returned to 
the same place.  Please make sure either the church secretary, Cathy, or Pastor Brian receive your 
application.  Applications must be accompanied by: 
 

At least three letters of character recommendation 
An official high school and /or college transcript 
A written statement of his/her education and career goal(s) 
A brief description of other education, training, community and religious activities and          

experiences. 
Complete answers to all questions of the application (must be typed) 
Application must be completed by the person applying for the scholarship. 
 

Be Smart!   Do not wait until the last minute to apply - do it now!! 
 
The Scholarship Committee 

Hat & Mitten Tree 
The Hat/Mitten Tree will remain up until the end of March for anyone who wishes to donate 
hats, scarves, mittens, socks for needy children in our community during cold weather.  
Items are given to the Salvation Army in Manitowoc, Head Start in Reedsville, and any local 
school that calls the Church. 
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Visitors Welcome!!!!! 
The Worship and Evangelism Committee has worked on organizing visitations to our shut-ins.  
There are currently 11 people on the shut-in list that need visits from our  
congregation.  Since it may be difficult to make that first “Cold-Call,” we have put together a 
guide line to help.  Please remember our members who can no longer get to church still want 
and need the fellowship that church provides.  Please consider using some of your valuable 
time to share with someone who can no longer join us at church. 
 

First – if we have missed anyone from our list, or you would like a home visit from a member, 
please let Pastor or the church secretary know of your request. 
 

As a Visitor, What do I do? 
1. Plan on the average visit being about 30 minutes. 
2. Be prepared with some small talk to start.  For example: weather, family, church, history, 
gardening, activities they used to do.  Find out about them and their wonderfully blessed lives. 
3. If you feel comfortable, have a short prayer with them. 
 

The next time you are in church, fill out the visitor book with date and comments.  For          
example, do they have a favorite snack that could be brought, are they diabetic, some points for 
future visits, or a favorite conversation you had, do they have pets, etc.  Since you may not   
always visit the same person, these are good things for all visitors to know. 
 

If you are interested in helping, sign the book on the visitor list page.  Visit whenever you can.  
There are no limits, but we do ask that you check the book to see if anyone hasn’t had a visit 
for a while.  Our expectation is that each of the shut-ins are visited once a month by someone 
from the church other than pastor.  That is a lofty goal, but with many hands, the task is small.   
 

If you want to talk to someone before getting your feet wet, ask Pastor Brian, Sandy Marty, 
Cindy Wildenberg or Mari Roedig. 
 
Stewardship lasts all year……  We need you, they need you, God needs you to help.   �

CUSTODIAL HELP NEEDED 
After several years of dedicated service and recent shoulder surgery, Gary Aschenbrenner has 
decided to not continue as our church custodian.  We have been very fortunate to have had 
some hard working volunteers who have been keeping the church clean and maintained since 
Gary's surgery. 
   We are now in the process of hiring a new custodian.  The position requires approximately 8 
hours per week with additional time required for special church events.  If you are interested 
you can get a copy of the job description and a job application from the secretary’s office    
anytime the church is open. 
   “Gary, thank you for your service and best wishes in your continued recuperation." 
 
           At the present time we are without a custodian here at St. Paul.  We are in need of 
some help to do some of the custodial duties.  We need help with cleaning the bathrooms, the 
narthex, the sanctuary, basement and the kitchen.  There is a sign-up sheet on the double doors 
in the narthex if you can help us with this.   



	�
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SPECIAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING NOTICE 
The St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church Council is calling for a special        
congregational meeting to be held on Sunday, March 21, 2010, after the 9:15 a.m. 
church service.  The purpose of the meeting will be to review the results of the 
Mission in Motion bid process and to take action on the Council’s                     
recommendation. 

AGENDA 
I.    Review Mission and Motion construction bids. 
II.  Discuss recommendation of the council and Mission in Motion committee. 
III. Vote on whether to approve a bid and authorize issuance of the               

construction contract and the required construction loan. 
 

Gary Aschenbrenner 
Council President 

Women of the ELCA 
What: Green Bay Conference Spring Event 
When: Saturday, April 24, 2010 
Time: 8:15 through Lunch 
Where: Emmanuel Lutheran Church 
             349 North Main Street 
             Seymour, WI  54165 
“Jesus the Light of the World Gives Hope to all People” 
Program: “Lord’s House of Hope” 
Cost is $10 per person and this includes lunch. 
Contact Joyce Tucker, 371 E. LeCapitaine Circle, Green Bay, WI 54302 

CHURCH CAMP OUT 
Keep June 11-13 open on your schedules to come camping with us at the Point 
Beach Group camp sight.   See Bruce Peters for more details. 

                                  Winter is here.  Summer camp is near! 
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Visit www.CrosswaysCamps.org or call 920-882-0023 for more information. 
HURRY! Early Registration deadline for summer camps is March 15th! 
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                                   Gifts             Expenses        Surplus/(Deficit)             Surplus/(Deficit)  
 
January:     $14,623.94       $13,895.59             + $728.35                       + 5.24% 
     
Year to Date         $14,623.94       $13,895.59             + $728.35                       + 5.24% 
 
 
If you have considered participating in Simply Giving and thought you may have missed the deadline, 
you have not missed it.  You may enroll, change the amount of your gift, or cancel at any time.  Simply 
Giving is a great way to insure that you never forget about your offering.  Your fit is deducted per your 
instructions when it is most convenient for you.  You may contact the church office, Janet Vogt or my-
self for the appropriate forms. 
 
God's Blessings, 
Glen Wildenberg 
Treasurer 
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March Worship Calendar 
 

3rd  – Wednesday Lenten Service 
Organist – Sue Riesterer 

 
7th -  Third Sunday in Lent 

Communion 
ELW Setting 4 

Organist – Beth Luedtke 
Special Music – Adult Choir 

 
10th  – Wednesday Lenten Service 

Organist – Sandy Marty 
 

14th – Fourth Sunday in Lent 
Non-Communion 
ELW Setting 4 

Organist – Sandy Marty 
Special Music – Mike Siewert 

 
17th  - Wednesday Lenten Service 

Organist – Sue Riesterer 
 

21st –  Fifth Sunday of Lent 
Communion 

ELW Setting 4 
Organist – Beth Luedtke 

Special Music  - Adult Choir 
 

24th  - Wednesday Lenten Service 
Organist – Sandy Marty 

 
28th – Palm Sunday 
Non - Communion 

ELW Setting 4 
Organist – Sue Riesterer 

Special Music  - Children and Adult Choirs 
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   LENTEN SOUP SUPPERS 
We are doing the Soup Suppers for Lent.  They will be served every week from 4:30 - 5:45.  
Everyone is welcome!!  There is a sign-up sheet in the narthex for those willing to  make 
desserts for these suppers.   Thanks and hope to see you there!! 
 

Wednesday evening Lenten worship services at 6:15 p.m.   
March 3, 10, 17 and 24. 

 
First Communion classes for the 5th graders will be held from 9:30 - Noon on Saturday, 
March 20th and March 27th.   
 
Palm Sunday - The Sunday School children will be singing and bringing in the palms.  
Please have your children here at 8:50 a.m. on the 28th of March for this. 
 
  Maundy Thursday   - April 1st Worship with  Holy Communion at 7:00 p.m.  
                 with 5th graders receiving their First Communion 
  Good Friday   -   April 2nd - Tenebrae Service at 1:30 p.m. 
  Easter Sunday  -  April 4th - 6:30 Sunrise Service with Holy Communion  
                                    and  9:15 Worship with Holy Communion  
                                 with breakfast from 7:30 - 8:45 served by the youth  

“Time Sensitive Material—Do Not Delay” 
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